
 

 

Recent Findings from the SCD Lab at Yale 
Investigating How Children Understand the Social World 

Understanding children’s social reasoning 
 

 

We are a developmental psychology lab at Yale University, focusing on how 
children construct an understanding of the social world and especially how 
they understand other people. We set up games and surveys that give us 
insight into topics like the development of fairness, friendship, and group 
affiliation and work with children between the ages of 3 and 12.  

This newsletter summarizes a few recent projects. If you would be 
interested in having your child participate in studies at our lab, please fill 
out an information sheet so we can get in contact. 

Feel free to contact us with any questions!  

How do children understand faces? A current line of research in the lab is attempting to find out! 

Want to help with current studies?  
Fill out an information form! 

Do children use information about the quantity of 
things an individual possesses to determine whether 
that individual is likely to share with others? 
 
We told participants fictional stories about characters 
with different numbers of toys. Some characters had 8 
toys and some characters had 3 toys. We asked 
participants to guess which character would give one 
of their toys to a child with none and which character 
would keep all their toys instead of giving. We found 
that all age groups expected those with more toys to 
be more likely to give. 
 
Our results show that even young children use 
information about quantity to form rational 
expectations about the sharing behavior of others.   

How do children understand faces? 
 

The human face is immensely expressive, and decoding 
its signals is one of the major learning challenges 
children face.  

In this research, we examined how children understand 
some familiar aspects of faces. For example, how do 
children decide if a particular face is warm or 
competent? We do this by presenting children with pairs 
of computer-generated faces that vary in different ways 
and asking children to tell us which face seems nicer or 
smarter. By summarizing a large number of these 
decisions, we can produce faces that represent the 
average judgment of what makes a face nice or smart.  

In the future, we hope to extend this kind of research to 
other social judgments.  
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How do children think about sharing? 


